cLAuDIo Well, Iwill meet you, so I may have good cheer.

PEDRO What, a feast? a feast?

cLAUDIO I’ faith, I thank him, he hath bid me to a calve’s
head and a capon, the which if I do not carve most curi-
ously, say my knife’s naught. Shall I not find a wood-
cock too ?

BENEDICK Sir, your wit ambles well ; it goes easily.

PEDRO [I’lltell thee how Beatrice praised thy wit the other
day. I'said thou hadst a fine wit : ‘ True,’ said she, ‘a fine
little one.” ‘No,’ said I, ‘a great wit.” ‘Right,’ says she, ‘a
great gross one.’ ‘Nay,’ said I, ‘a good wit.” ‘Just,’ said
she, ‘it hurts nobody.” ‘Nay,’ said I, ‘the gentleman is
wise.” ‘Certain,’ said she, ‘a wise gentleman,’ ‘Nay,’ said
I, ‘he hath the tongues.’ ‘That I believe,’ said she, ‘for he
swore a thing to me on Monday night which he forswore
on Tuesday morning. There’s a double tongue ; there’s
two tongues.” Thus did she an hour together transshape
thy particular virtues. Yet at last she concluded with a
sigh, thou wast the properest man in Italy.

CLAUDIO For the which she wept heartily and said she
cared not.

PEDRO Yea, thatshe did ; but yet, for all that, an if she did
not hate him deadly, she would love him dearly. The
old man’s daughter told us all.

craupio All, all! and moreover, God saw him when he
was hid in the garden.

PEDRO But when shall we set the savage bull’s horns on
the sensible Benedick’s head ?

CLAUDIO Yea, and text underneath, ‘Here dwells Bene-
dick, the married man’?

PEDRO What a pretty thing man is when he goes in his
doublet and hose and leaves off his wit !
Enter Constables [Dogberry and Verges, with the
Watch, leading] Conrade and Borachio.
cLAUDIO Heisthena giant toanape;butthenisanapea
| doctor tosucha man.
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moreover, they have spoken untruths ; secondarily, they
are slanders; sixth and lastly, they have belied a lady;
thirdly, they have verified unjust things; and to con-
clude, they are lying knaves.

PEDRO First, I ask thee what they have done ; thirdly, I
ask thee what’s their offense ; sixth and lastly, why they
are committed ; and to conclude, what you lay to their
charge.

CLAUDIO Rightly reasoned, and in his own division ; and

by my troth there’s one meaning well suited.

PEDRO Who have you offended, masters, that you are

thus bound to your answer ? This learned constable is

DOGBERRY Marry, sir, they have committed falsereport ; {

too cunning to be understood. What’s your offense ?
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