                   Common Collocations Activity
Directions:

Each of the common verbs on the right matches with 4 of the noun phrases on the left. Work with a partner to find the matches

a brave face on　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　BREAK
your point

a figure on something

a drop in business

the habit

common ground                             FIND
sense of humor

a (+ adj. +) relationship

something through

a talent for---                               
a challenge                                 HAVE
new standards

peace

a deadline

someone home                              MEET
a demand

a figure on something

new ground

confidence                                  
a stop to something                          PUT
a way to solve the problem

pressure on someone

the ice

the news 
something +[very] adj. (interesting/difficult/…)  SEE
                         Now Find the Meaning!
Try to match the collocation phrases with the correct meaning below. You can use the website www.edict.com.hk to help you. 
try not to show that you are worried; 

“I think/feel that------is-----“
push someone to do something until they feel stress

at first two (or more) people are nervous, then someone does or says something to make everyone laugh/relax

people who usually disagree find something that they agree on

give someone a price/cost estimate

be able to finish something on time

some wrong thing has been going on too long and you take action to end it

work hard to follow new rules

discover a solution

tell someone/report some sad/terrible event/happening

believe in yourself

discover/find/invent something new and important in your field; make big progress

be very good at---

you have a big opportunity/challenge and you work hard and succeed

your begin to lose customers

相づちto show that you understand what someone wants to say/how they feel
Walk with someone to their house

Some product is very popular and your company works hard to make enough so that

there is enough for everyone

You have been unhappy/sad(because someone died, for example) but finally you can accept it and move on with your life.

Start a project, and never quit until you finish it.

A and B の関係

　　　　　　　　　　Semi-Fixed Expressions Example Sentences
1. A: “John’s mother had a terrible accident

B: “Who’s going to break the news to him?

C: “I will, since I’m his best friend

2.  A: “Did you see the movie “Minority Report?”

    B: “Yeah! I found it really interesting!”

3. He had to work all night, to meet the Monday morning deadline.

4. My parents put too much pressure on me to get good grades.

5. We have a pretty good relationship – we almost never fight.

6. Running in the marathon was tough, but I saw it through to the end and never gave up.

7. The Jews and the Palestinians have tried to make peace. But they both demand Jerusalem as their capital. It’s hard for them to find common ground.

8. The Beatles broke new ground in recording technology with their album Sgt. Pepper.

9. That boy was bullied for a year, until his teacher found out and put a stop to it.

10.  A: “Do you understand what I mean?”  B: “Yeah, I see your point.”

11.  My ambition is to become a doctor. It’s a tough challenge, but I’m studying hard so I can meet the challenge.

12.  At first I didn’t have much confidence in my cooking. 

13.  At first the everyone was nervous. But then someone suggested that we play a game to break the ice.

14.  After he lost his job, he tried to put on a brave face, so his family wouldn’t worry.

15.  I wish I hadn’t started smoking. It’s so hard to break the habit!

16.  Can you put a figure on how much it will cost?

17.  The company has worked hard to meet new standards set by the government.

18.  When her husband died she was so sad. But I think she has finally found peace.

19. Toy stores are working hard to meet customer demand for Lord of the Rings toys.

20. It’s not safe for a woman to walk in this area at night. I should see you home.

21. She has a talent for drawing.  

22. When the news broke about Yukijirushi, the company saw a big drop in business.

23. John is always making everybody laugh. He has a great sense of humor.

24. Prime Minister Koizumi tried hard to find a way to solve the ラッチ問題 problem.

                         Now Find the Meaning!
Try to match the collocation phrases with the correct meaning below. You can use the website www.edict.com.hk to help you. 
try not to show that you are worried; 　put on a brave face
“I think/feel that------is-----“  find something---(adj)--
push someone to do something until they feel stress put pressure on
at first two (or more) people are nervous, then someone does or says something to make

                           everyone laugh/relax　break the ice
people who usually disagree find something that they agree on  find common ground
give someone a price/cost estimate  put a figure on
be able to finish something on time  meet the deadline
some wrong thing has been going on too long and you take action to end it  put a stop to
work hard to follow new rules meet new standards
discover a solution  find a way to solve the problem
tell someone/report some sad/terrible event/happening  break the news
believe in yourself  have confidence
discover/find/invent something new and important in your field; make big progress

be very good at--- have a talent for---                              break new ground
you have a big opportunity/challenge and you work hard and succeed        meet the 
your begin to lose customers  see a drop in business                       challenge
相づちto show that you understand what someone wants to say/how they feel see your
Walk with someone to their house see someone home                          point
Some product is very popular and your company works hard to make enough so that

there is enough for everyone meet customer demand
You have been unhappy/sad(because someone died, for example) but finally you can 

accept it and move on with your life. find peace
Start a project, and never quit until you finish it. see something through
A and B の関係 have a ---- relationship
